134-                              CAESAR   IS   DEAD

the voice of the priest and the images of the god suffering,
dying, and reborn. The god became man to save the earth.
The lamb and the bull became man to save you. The god
had a face like the face of Ccesar. Who is a god? The blind
sky, the ruthless forces of nature that ignore you, the universal
mind that the philosophers talk about, unity in manifold-
ness, the comprehensible laws of energy that can never be
comprehended? You care nothing for such things. God is
a man. God is the man that means the most to you.

Look back into the confusing screen of the past, into the
wavering riddle of birth, when the womb opened with griping
pangs and dropped you into a great opened hand, into the
storm of cold and heat; and the hand upheld you, and the
waters of birth receded, and you lay frightened amid flame
and ice, the jagged edge of light, hungering and wailing with
a voice that you did not know as your own.

Food came and filled you with warmth, and tore you
again. The storms of colic broke the world of your body;
for you lived only in the flesh, and the prickles of heat were
the stars of over-arching darkness, and the sun was the
navel through which you had once drunk your mother's
blood, and the moon was the breast of your severed mother,
coming and then going again; and the hand upheld. You
were upheld by the cradling hand, and the storms slackened,
and you dared to sleep and find peace at moments and to
smile; and the hand was the hand of the Father.

O yes, let the philosophers talk.   God is a man.
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"Caesar died for us."

WHEN urinating away from home, Amos had a sense of sin.
He had a sense of sin now as he stood against the house-
wall on the Tiber Road: a sense accentuated by the appear-
ance of a curly-haired young girl from the near doorway.
But she threw, a kiss and moved on down the road. The
main reason, however, for the sense was the fact that urine
s of prime importance in the fulling industry, and everyone
the household was expected to contribute his or her daily
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